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As summer sun fades were turnmg our thoughts to the tropics. N:gel TLsdall
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who has spent three decades visiting the Caribbean, picks his 50 best places to stay

tare the
best hotels
inthe
Caribbean?
I've had the
good fortune to have spent
much ofthe past 25 years
romping around this
compelling region, so have
hundreds to choose from —
though of course my wicked
mind goes immediately to the
WOTSL ONes,

There was the Four Seasons
Resort where, when | asked
for brown toast at breakfast,
they browght white with the
glib comment: “Don't worry,
sir, we've cooked ita lor”. And
the place in Antigua where
the spa therapist refused 1o

dve me a massage because |
asked for the air conditioning
10 be tumed off. “1can’t
waork if it's too warm,” she
said emphatically. Or the

Batamas
Cuba
Grand
Cayman e
Qs

“characterful” place in

St Lucia where the mosquitoes
made night-time bathroom
trips a dash rather than
astroll.

Yes, there can be duds, but
the abiding joy of hotels across
the Caribbean is that you're
rarely far from a gorgeous
beach where the warm,
turquolse waters are all the
maore delightful for the winter
woollies you know everyone
back home is wearing.
Gardens come with radiant
flowers and hummingbirds as
standard, and staff often go
above and beyond. 1 fondly
recall the chef who took us
tosee turtles hatching ona
moonlit beach, the general

topped with grated mitmeg.

In whintling down my
top 50 hotels, whichare
sprinkled across 27 islands
and territories from the
Bahamas 1o Tobagp, I've
selected standout properties
for all occasions — classic
and contemporary, family
and boutigue, luxury and
affardable.

if all-inchusive resorts
appeal, head for Barbados,
Antigua or Jamaica; for small
and characterful places
aim for Grenada, Nevis and
the Grenadines; toavoid
hurricanes, go Dutchin
Aruba, Curacao and Bonaire.
For a push-the-boat-out treat it
has to be St Barts or Anguilla.

manager who liked to go Note that some places
hiking with his guests and close in aurumn. Many hotels
the old bartender who have been upgraded post-
showed me how to make pandemic; all are primed to
the definitive rum punch, welcome us with big smiles.
Turks and :
British
Calcos Virgin
Islands pnguilla
. St Martin
- Dominican i
" Republic. US Virgin ] ;?‘Bﬂm
Islands —!_Barbuda
St EmwtiuéJ L Antigua
Stiitts I _ Guadeloupe
Nevis _pominica
Martinique..
Curagao Stlucld * _Barhados
Aruba | St Vincentand |
Aohalra the Grenadines | Tinidad

Grenada _ and Tabago

CORAL REEF CLUB,
BARBADOS

‘Country house calm
inthe tropics
Run with great devotion by
the O'Hara family, Coral Reef
Club has been delighting
winter sunseekers since 1952
with its 12 acres of mature
ropical gardens, orderly
swimming pools and prime
beach frontage on the west
coastnear Holetown. The
88 rooms have a tranguil,
country-house-in-the-tropics
style whilea gracious,
standalone spa has expen
reatments includinga four-
hour Caribbean Ritual using
coconut and pineapple.
This winter an flustrious

of chefs'
residencies kicks off with Ollie
Dabbous from London's Hide
(Dcrober 19-23).
Details Seven nights’ B&B

from £2,599pp, including
flights and transfers
(justbarbados.co.uk).
Reppens on September 30

THESANDS BARBADOS
All-inclusive that's good for
nightlife and families

Bright urquoise is the
signature colour at the Sands
Barbados, which sits right on
the beach at Worthing. [t'sa
good pick if you're after a plug:
and-play all-inclusive that's
close to the bars and nightlife
of the south coast. The

151 crisp and contemporary
rooms are stacked in five-
storey blocks framing a long,
narrow pool and include
family suites sleepingupto
six guests. When it's time for a
breather, the adults-only Noir
restaurant is set on a roof
terrace, has a dress code and

s only open in the evenings.

The pool at
Baquia Beach
Hotel in the
Grenadines,
above; chill outat
Ecolifestyle +
Lodge, Barbados,
left

Details Seven nights’
alkinclusive from £2,037pp,
including Mights and transfers
(firstchoice.co.uk)

ECOLIFESTYLE + LODGE,
BARBADOS

Boutique hotel near the surf
Escape the package holiday
circus by checking into this
eco-sensitive hideaway on

the istand’s breezy and less-
developed Atlantic coast.
Created over the past five
vears by New Yorkers Kyle and
Maryam Taylor, the ten wood-
built rooms come furnished
with local crafts, upcycled
mahogany furniture and
akitchenene while the
popular restaurant serves a
predominantly plant-based
men. It's a place to surf, bike,
hike and tune intothe local
scene, and though having a car
helps, it's on the route of
Barbados's decent bus service.
Details Room-only

doubles from £178
(ecolifestylelodge.com).
Reopens on November 1.

Fly to Barbados

BEQUIA BEACH HOTEL,
THEGRENADINES

Low-key, Swedish-accented
luxury

Few Caribbean destinations
are as consistently charming
as Bequia, an sland in St
Vincent and the Grenadines
that's much loved by yvachties
and travellers who like things
friendly and low-key. This
Swedish-owned, 58-room
beach hotel works equally well
whether you want to crash by
Continued onpage 8+
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the pool with a gripping
thriller or get exploring —
top of the 15t should be
snorkelling with turtles in
Tobago Cays. New this winter,
complementing a choice

of three restaurants, is the
Sand Bar serving lobster
fritters and punchy Gibbons
Grog cocktails.

Details Seven nights' B&B
from £2,249pp, ncluding
fights and transfers
(justbequia.co.uk). Reopens
on October 13
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PETIT ST VINCENT,

THE GRENADINES

Romantic castaway life
{with butlers)

It's all about castaway dreams
an this 115-acre sanctuary
reached by boat from Union
Island. The 22 spacious luxury
cotrages and two-bedroom
beachfront villas come
without TVs, phones or

wifi and vou'll need to

raise a flag to summon the
butler. Treats include
unlimited lobster and a 6,000-
bottle wine cellar. While
children are welcome, with

close to two miles of white
sand beaches plus a Balinese
spa, yoga, water sports and
dive centre, PSV is the
definitive switch-offand-snog
escape.

Details Seven nights'
all-inclusive from E8,918pp,
including flights and transfers
(abercrombiekent.com).
Reopens on November 1

THE COTTON HOUSE,
MUSTIQUE, THE GREMADINES
A-list paradise

Three miles long with dreamy,
never-crowded beaches,

@

For the moments
ou can’t put into words

e

5% Maldives
Outrigger Maldives Maafushivaru Resort
7 nights | Half Board | Over water Villa
Prices from £3899pp

Save up to 30% per couple

Selected dates in jJanuary, February and March 2024
Flights based on SriLankan Airlines from Heathrow

kuoni.co.uk/offers | 01306 230 511

Book an appointment in your local Kuoni store,

Mustique, another of the
islands of St Vincent and the
Grenadines, isa fun oneto
explore by “mule” (heavy-
duty golfcart), checking out
the 100-plus flash o fabulous
villas, where celebrities from
Princess Margaret to David

Bowie have soaked up the sun.

Atits northern end, the
plintation-style Cotton House
offers entry tothis

long running party with

17 elegant rooms. Time your
visit to coincide with the
Tuesday night cocktail

party, which everyone attends.

KUONI

visit stores.kuoni.couk
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Detalls Seven nights" B&H
from £3 363pp. Including
fights and ransfers
(kenwoodtravel.co.uk).
Reopens on October 28

CALABASH, GRENADA
Brilliantly run, family-
owned hotel

This 30-suite beachfront
property in Lance aux
Epines, in the south of the
island, makes it easy to fall
in love with one of the
Caribbean’s most authentic
destinations. Owned for
more than three decades

by the Garbutt family,
Calabash is a pinnacle of
decorum and thoughtful
service with three restaurants
including one inspired by
Japan's informal izakaya
bars. While a spaand
complimentary yoga make
this a delight ful plce to
flop, you can take advantage
of expert tours offering
insights into Grenada’s rum,
spices and chocolate.

Details Seven nights' B&B
from £3.179pp, including
flights and transfers
&mri[;g:rm.uk}, Reopens
on October 4

TRUE BLUE BAY BOUTIQUE
RESORT, GRENADA
Eco-conscious and

good for activities

Do you like a resort with

lots going on? One that's alko
environmentally aware? With
afree shurtle to the superlative
sands of Grande Anse, True
Blue Bay ticks both boxes
handsomely. It has four pools,
aspa, dive centre and live
music five nights a week while
cro-friendly measures include
electric vehicles, ethically
sourced woods and no single-
use plastic — plus six of the

62 rooms are wheelchair
accessible. And you can bag
five howrs of voga for £30.
Details Seven nights’ B&B
from £2,024pp, including
flights and transfers
(justgrenada.co.uk)




CASTARA RETREATS,
TOBAGO

Gentle getaway ina proper
fishing village

Choose Tobagoe if you fancy

a Caribbean Isle that's quier,
gentleand closeto mature, On
the northwest coast beside

a lishing village, Castara
Retreats has 16 one or two-
bedroom eco-lodges bullt ina
trechouse style with wooden
decks, hammocks and self-
catering Beilities butalso a
very good restaurant. With
twoacresof gardensandihe
beach just a Ave-mimste walk
away, it's afinespot fora

carefree, recalibrating holiday

think dafly yoga at Sam,
snorkelling in the bay and
hummingbirds galore instead
of screens, The restaurant
is brilliant but doesn't do
brealfast, encou raglng guests
tovisita local café,
Details Seven nights' room-
only from £1,249p p, Including
Mights and transfers
{Justiobago.co.uk)

Clockwise from
left: tha Cotton
House, Mustique:
sailing at Petit 5t
Vincent; the pool
bar at True Blue
Bay Resort,
Grenada; Piton
views at Sugar
Beach, a Viceroy
Resort, St Lucia

SUGAR BEACH,
AVICEROY RESORT.,
ST LUCIA

With a million-dollar locatlon
between St Lucla's twin
peaks, the Pitons, Sugar Beach
has an indisputable wow
Eactor that gets more wowy
the more youexplore. First
up is the splendid white-sand
beach withsailing, kayaking
and terrific snorkelling and
diving onoffer. Thenthere's
the treehousestyle Ralnforest
Spaand yoga studio, and
astunning modern art
collection that runs from
Warhol to Banksy withan
Informat ive companion audio
tour. After all that, sleep
comes easily incalm white,
plantation-style rooms blessed
with aking-size four-posier
bed and butler service.
Detalls Seven nights’ BB
from £2,915pp, Including
Mights and trans fers
{elegantresonts.couk)
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| COCONUT BAY BEACH

RESORT & SPA, ST LUCIA
Family all -inclusive
: with iits own

waterpark
Sereams of delight
are agiven at this
cheery all-inclusive
withthe largest
waterpark on
St Luch. It'son the
southern tip of the
island and right by
theairport, and its
250 rooms are split
Intoadult and Bmily
sectlons onan85acre site
withasandy beachithat's
good for kitesurfing from
November onwards. Five
pools, seven bars and elght
restauramts offer varlety, plus
there'sa kids' club and spa,
St Lucians love country music
and a singer performs here
every week.
Details Seven nights'
all-Inchusive from ELE42pp,
Including fights and ransfers
fiue.co.uk)

FRENCHCOCO,
MARTINIQUE
Design-focused balt hole
Green and mountalnous
Martinigque only comes allve
once you escape ils congested
capital, Fort-de-France. On the
Presquifle de laCaravelle, a
finger of land on the east coast
where Martinlcans go to relax,
French Cocnisa deslgn-savvy
retréat with 17 serene rooms
plusa small pool anda
restaurant serving scallops
with tamarind. Oil-drum
furnlture, zinclined showers
and rampant gardens create
aromantic backdrop for
exploring - nearby sights
include a breezy lighthouse
and the polgnant rulns of
Chilteau Dubuc.

Details Room-only doubles
from £226 (hotelfrenchonon.
com}). Reopens on October 20,
Fly to Martinique via Parls

FORT YOUNG HOTEL &DIVE
RESORT, DOMINICA
Brilliant billet for diving
Inthe heart of Roseau,
Dominica's ramshackle
capital, Fort Young Is an jdeal
base for discovering the
super-scenlc island, There's
aprivate pier withdive boats
that ean tale you to see the
resldent sperm whales and
“Island-Included” packages
that combine yoga and
massages with daily
adventures from spearing
lionfish to hiking to
athundering waterfall.
Masterfully styled with bold
coloursand oversized historic
maps, all 40 rooms have a
sea-view halcony; afurther
60 openon November | as
part of a £14 million upgrade.
Details Seven nights’
room-only from E2,159pp,
Including Nights and trasiers
(irallfinders.com)

SECRET BAY, DOMINICA
Glam eco-lodge with
homegrown dishes

Oncliills near Portsmouth, this
eco-consclous collection of

18 rainforest-wrapped luxiry

Continuedon page 1+

JAPa]mTreeCourts

mu%mmnnm
0 'r. * Located within JA The Resort, with lush
S &% gardens, truly private beach, exclusive
swimming pool and dining terrace
+ Access to over 40 experiences from
a spa, golf course, kids club and Just
Splash park to 25 restaurants & bars

=
- 5 nights fr £1,269pp incsgm

Anantara The Palm Dubai Resort & Spa 5*
Save 40% + free half board

+ Perched on the eastern crescent of
the iconic Palm Jumeirah with 293
luxurious Thal inspired rooms & villas

. The Ritz-Carlton Dubai 5*
B s Save 45% + free half board
+ Located on Dubai's lively beachside
boulevard this luxurious oasis offers a
beach, 6 pools and exceptional restaurants
+ Modern luxury with dedicated Club

I Lounge, a wealth of culinary experiences,
leisure facilities, Ritz Kids Club and a spa

5 nights fr £1,435pp ncagms
Arabian Court at One&Only Royal Mirage 5*

Save 25% + free half board

.@

* One of the most stylish resorts on Jumei-
rah Beach with 65 acres of landscaped
gardens overlooking the Palm Island Bay

InterContinental Ras Al Khaimah 5*

Save 40% + free all inclusive
» Set across 2 peninsulas and a private

Gﬁmaﬂdmmwwm
5 nights fr £1,255pp i ages

Dial AFlight

0330-100-2213
O = @Ak
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12,008 reviews
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villas comes with a lap pool
and two small, secluded
beaches. There's plenty

to deter you from venturing
any further, including a
wellness pavilion with yoga,
atreehouse-style spa and —
from November — a Caribbean
art gallery and kombucha
brewery. Homegrown organic
produce is the star at the
outdoor Botanica chef's mable
while the “no menu” Zing Zing
restaurant lets you compose
afeastfrom what's in season.
Detalls Seven nights' B&B
from £4,979pp, including
flights, transfers and one
dinner (kuoni.co.uk)

HABITATION SAINT-
CHARLES, GURDELOUPE
rooms on the
Death in Paradise island
If 12 seasons of the
unstoppable BBC comedy
drama Death in Paradise (or
our feature on page 33) has
inspired a visit to this green
and beautiful French island,
do your exploring from the
charming Habitation Saint-
Charles. Just15 minutes from
Pointe-a-Pitre airport, it has
ten calming hotel rooms plus
arange of bungalows and
villas with a private pool.
There's a restaurant
serving modern
Creole cuisine
and a delightful
garden spa.
None of the
sland's sights
— including
wellkepe
beaches and
characterful
rum distilleries
— are more
than an hour’s
drive away.
Detalls B&E doubles
from £174 (habimtion-
saint-charles.com). Fly to
Guadeloupe via Paris

SUNSET REEF STKITTS
Small-scale hotel with
sea-view charm

Opened last year at Palmetto
Point, just north ofthe capital
Basseterre, sea-facing Sunset
Reef has seven high-spec
suites with between one and
four bedrooms. All have
kitchen facilities and a private
terrace, plus there’s an infinity
pool, water sports and fitness
centre. Caribbean dishes such
as smoked wahoo carpaccio
and conch chowder are served
at the Drop Anchor Grill and
sustainability measures
include a renewable energy
system, use of native plants
and no plastic water bottles.
Detalls Room-only doubles
from £532 (sunsetreel
stkitts.com). Fly to St Kitts

PARK HYATT ST KITTS
CHRISTOPHEHARBOUR
Lively five-star that's great
for families

Cockieshell Bay Beach has
the finest sands on St Kitts
and nearby, this family-loving
five-star beach resort is a
good choice if you like your
seaside holiday lively. There

Golden Rock Inn,
Nevis, top; Park
HyattStKitts
Christophe
Harbour, right;
dinner at Blue
Waters Resort &
Spa, Antigqua,
above

are two huge pools, daily
activities, a complimentary
kids' club, warter sports

and a spa. The 124 rooms
have an upbeat style while
premium suites come with a
private roofiop plunge pool.
Culinary standards are high,
with three restaurants led by
the cosy, child-free Stone Barn
- think black cod with sweet
potato and tiramisu i la
Caribbean.

Details Seven nights’ B&B
from £2,095pp, including
flights and transfers
(azurecollection.com)

MONTPELIER PLANTATION
& BEACH, NEVIS

Boutigue hillside luxury
Nevis is a last bastion of
heritage hotels on former

| sugar plantations —see our

feature on page 18 — and this
one's ashining example.
Tucked away in the southern
hills, the 18 contemporary,
television-free rooms are
enveloped by mature
gardens; there's a garden
spa on site. The hotel has
a60ft decoratvely tiled
swimming pool and a
complimentary shuttle toa
private beach complete with
shady cabanas. You'll have
cocktails in the Great Room
before dinner, which is served
onthe terrace — local fishis
astrong feature.

Details Seven nights' B&B
from £1,482pp, including.
fights and transfers
(tropichreeze.couk).
Reopens on October 6

GOLDEN ROCK INN, NEVIS
Beautifully cool digs with
fabulous gardens

Hidden in the hills of
Gingerland, Golden Rock Inn
is a boho hideaway on Nevis
created by the New York
artists Brice and Helen
Marden. Framed by fabulous
gardens, the 1l rooms are
furnished in a colourful and
eclecticstyle, and there'sa
small, spring-fed pool. Expect
decent coffee but no air
conditioning. Dining under
the stars beside the reflecting
pools of the Rocks restaurant
is a highlight — dishes include
muhi mahi with Creole sauce —
and the fiery ginger marninis
arespoton.

Detalls Seven nights’ B&B
from EL999pp, Including

Mights and transfers
(juststkittsnevis.co.uk).
Reopens on October 4

GOLDEN ROCK DIVE

& NATURE RESORT,

ST EUSTATIUS

New stay on an estate filled
with plants and trees

This small and extremely
wrangui Dutch island (also
known as Statia) will be easier
1o get to this winter thanks to
improved boat services from
StKitts. The new-build,
TO-room resort is on a 4 0-acre
estate with more than 130,000
plants and trees. And the best
things to do? Go diving in the
encircling marine park, which
has 36 sites, and trek up and
into the 1,97 2fr-high (dormant)
volcano, the Quill,

Details Seven nights’ B&B
from £1,650pp, including
flighes and transfers
(turquoiseholidays.co.uk)

CARLISLEBAY, ANTIGUA
Designer beach hotel
with a cinema

Nothing beats flying out of
gloomy Garwick on a winter
moming then arriving in
Antigua intime for a sunset
swim and mam punchonthe
long, sheltered and virtually
private beach at Carlisle
Bay. A winner with couples
and families, this §7-room
designer resort is the perfect
one-stop getaway, wi

four restaurants, a
complimentary kids' club,
spa, cinema and nine tennis
cours. It's stylish too, and
has just liunched a funky
new range of embroidered
men's swimwear made from
recycled polyester.

Details Sevennights'
all-inclusive from £4,635pp,
including flights and transfers
(fandptravel.com). Reopens
on October 13

T ALK AL

BLUE WATERS RESORT

& SPA, ANTIGUA

Upmarket north coast
all-inclusive treat

Up at Antigua’s Soldier Bay,
family-run Blue Waters is
acutabove your regular
alkinclusive, with a satisfying
variety of beaches, pools

and restaurants in its

17 acres of tropical gardens,
s deservedly popular, with
85 rooms including villas with
up to five bedrooms that work
well for multigenerational get-
togethers. Amenities include
apalatial spa featuring ila and
Hemis beauty products, a 24ft
speedboat for snorkelling trips
and a kids’ club catering to
guests aged from 51012,
Details Seven nights' all
inclusive from £3,249pp,
including Mights and transfers
(justantigua.co.uk)

BARBUDA BELLE

A 20-minute flight north of
Antigua, its low-lying sister
isle, Barbuda, is home to an
enchanting, French-owned
hideaway that can only be
reached by boat. Eight

thatc hed wooden bungalows
sitbeside a remote pink-sand
beach backed up withasmall
spa and a restaurant serving
such barefoot uxury
essentials as lobster bisque
and duck leg confit. Rates
include a trip to the world's
second largest frigatebird
colony (mating season is
November to February). Break
out for lunch at least once:
booka table at Nobu Barbuda
for lazy sashimi on Princess
Diana Beach.

Details B&E doubles from
868, including transfers
(harbudabelle com). Reopens
on November 1. Fly to Barbuda
wia Antigua

EDEN ROCK. STBARTS
High-class party spot

Tiny, French St Barts is non-
stop fun, provided that you
never look at the bill, At the
heart of the action is lipstick-
red Eden Rock, on a rocky
promontory on Baie de St Jean
and celebrating its 70th
anniversary this winter.

Run by star general manager
Fabrice Moizan, it'sa
seductive whirl of Sestini
sunglasses, SturmGlow
hydrafacials and gastronomic
treats by Jean-Georges
Vongerichten, served to
right-on-it D] beats. The

37 rooms are enlivened by
contemporary art and include
asuite honouring once-
frequent guest Greta Garbo.
Details Seven nights’ B&B
from £8,965pp, including
flights and transfers
(dlegantresorts.couk).
Reopens on October 22

LETOINY, STBARTS
Gastronomic glories in
aquiet corner

Lining a panoramic hillside on
the subdued east side ofthe
sknd, Le Toiny is an elegant
and sophisticated hotel witha
wonderfully restful ambience.
Continued on page 124
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All 22 suites come withan
ocean-view terrace and
private pool and, because
It's a Relals & Chiteaux
property, gastronomy is

to the fore. Sunmy days roll
effortlessly from surf lessons
and trufile croque-monsieur
ar the Beach Club to massages
in the cottage-style spa

and indulgent dinners
crowned with a wicked

rum baba flambé,

Details Seven nights' B&R
from £8,657pp. including
flights and transfers
(redsavannah.com).
Reopens on October 15

QUEEN'S HOTEL, SABA
Ten-room haven on

atiny island

A quiet, mountainous island
with a Dutch heritage and
only 1,900 residents, Saba is
a place for really getting away
fromit all. There are no
beaches or bright lights — just
excellent diving and hiking
and restful escapes such as
this ten-suite hotel on Troy
Hill. Most rooms have a
panoramic view and there's

a poul, spa and restaurant
serving locally caught tuna
and lobster. Taxi drivers offer
informative island tours and
six walking trails are close by
with guides available,

Details Room-only doubles
from E198 (queenshotelsaba.
com). Fly to Saba via
Amsterdam and St Martin

LA SAMANNA, A BELMOND
HOTEL, ST MARTIN
Fabulous food and art

Om bluffs overlooking a
mile-long swathe of white
sand, La Samanna has

83 rooms and suites in an
airy, Mediterranean style
with white walls, terracotta-
tiled roofs and pretry girdens.
The food is a prime reason

to checkin thanks o anew
chef, Marcel Ravin, whose
previous restaurant in
Monaco garnered two
Michelin stars. There'sa
top-class spa, a subterranean
wine cellar that's like a time
tunnel back o Burgundy

and a joyous art gallery
devoted to the Caribbean
impressionist Roland
Richardson.

Details Seven nights’ B&B
from £4,430pp. including
flights and transfers
(simplycaribbean holidays.com)

LEMARTIN, ST MARTIN
Stylish new small-scale stay
Well placed for action-packed
Orient Beach and the ferry to
Pinel Island, new opening Le
Martin keeps things simple
with just seven suites and a
pool. Breakfast is sumptuous
and design values are high
with patterned wallpapers,
retro mirrors, colourful metal
furniture and wooden decking
with smart loungers and
parasoks. Some rooms come
witha terrace and two can

be joined to accommodate

a family. There's a pontoon

for paddleboards and

kayaks and the owners can
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introduce you to local artists.
Detalls B&E doubles from
£241 (lemartinhotel.com).
Opens October 14. Flyto St
Martin via Paris or Amsterdam

CAP JULUCA, ABELMOND
HOTEL, ANGUILLA
Luxurious escape with
anew spa on the way
Splendid isolation beside a
perfect, crescent-shaped
beach ks the USPat one of the
most exce ptional hotels in the
Caribbean. Behind this lie 108
white, Moorish-style rooms
and suites with bright interiors
decorated with handmade
tiles and hammocks. There
are classy Italian and Peruvian
restaurants, a beach shack
serving lobster rolls and
plenty to do, from sailing
Hobie Cats to nature walks.
Wait until early next year

and you'll carch the new
beachfront Guerlain spa.
Details Seven nights' B&B
from E5,625pp, including
flights and transfers
(destinology.co.uk)

MALLIOUHANA, ANGUILLA
Glamour for the energetic
Iflong beach walks and the
chance todrop into local bars
and restaurants appeal,
choose this difftop resort
beside Meads Bay. Two large
tiered poolks with bright yellow
loungers and frilly parasols set
a stylish tone that continues in
the 63 rooms and suites, all
with private terraces. There's
a complimentary boot camp
and kick-boxing, a vintage
white Moke for hire and
therapies at the garden spa
that include an energising
“Island Drift™ wrap using rum,
cane sugar and lemongrass.
Detalls Seven nights'
room-only from £3.799pp,
including flights and transfers
(caribtours.co.uk). Reopens
onNaovember |

LONG BAY BEACH RESORT,
TORTOLA, BRITISH VIRGIN
ISLANDS

Plunge pools, pickleball
and places to eat

You can choose a room by the
beach or an the hill behind at
this relaxed resort on Torola,
the largest island in the British
VirginIslands. Seven new
beachside villas with a plunge
pool have just been added
along with tennis and
pickleball courts, while a pool
and spa will follow in October.
With plenty of places 1o eat
nearby and the capital, Road
Town, just a 25-minute drive
away, this Is a good cholce if
vou like wo connect with
iskand life.

Details Seven nights’ room-
only from £2,615pp, indluding
flights (bviholidays.com),
Reopens on October 1

ROSEWOOD LITTLE DIX BAY,
VIRGINGORDA, BRITISH
VIRGINISLANDS

Butler service and
treehouse suites

Rebuil after Hurricane Irma
struckin 2007, this upmarket,
butler-service beach resort on
the BVIs® Virgin Gorda stands
beside a classic crescent of

palm-ringed golden sand.
The design pays homage to is
19608 roots with hexagonal
cottages and treehouse suites,
and there's plenty of active
fun to be had incdluding water
sports, hiking trails, six tennis
courts and an Explorers club
for kids aged 410 12. Whenir's
time to kick back, book into
the Sense Spa or get to work in
the Rum Room tasting
premium distillations from
across the Caribbean.

Details Seven nights’ BEB
from £7,499pp, including
flights and transfers
(caribtours. com)

THE PINK PALM HOTEL
STTHOMAS, USVIRGIN
ISLANDS

Arty new boutique for the
grown-ups

Opened this year on

St Thomas in the US Virgin
Islands, this 28-room, aduls-
only hotel is asmart base for
exploring the cosmopolitan
streets of Charlotte Amalie and
its engaging legacies from the
days when the USVI capital
was under Danish rule. It
incor porates original features
from six 1940s bulldings

and the mood is “arrist's
guesthouse”, with retro lamps
and furniture, palm-decorated
wallpaper and stylish
kitchenettes, There's a pool,
harbour views and a tastefully
pink restaurant with a terrace
serving simple dishes such

as water melon salad and
shrimp risotto.

Details Room-only doubles
from £202 (pinkpalmhotel.
com), Flyto & Thomas via
mainknd USA

SANCTUARY CAP CANA,
DOMINICAN REPUBLIC
Revamped, high-end
beachside resort

A 15-minute drive from Punta
Cana airport, this beachfront
property from Marriott’s
Luxury Collection has had a
£35million upgrade, making
it astandout choice in the
competitive world of high-
end, adults-only all-inclusives.
This is the one to book if you
fancy an everything-on-tap

resort with four i la carte
restaurants, six pools, eight
bars, anightclub and spa.
There's horse riding and the
18-hole Punta Espada Golf
Club close by and all 324 suites
come witha balcony or patio.
Detalls Seven nights”
all-inclusive from £2,129pp,
including flights and wansfers
(bestatravel.co.uk)

CASAS DEL XVI, DOMINICAN
REPUBLIC

Historic city charmer
Founded in 1495, Santo
Domingo was the first city

in the New World and has
awealth of churches,
fortifications and museums to
discover. Everything to see is
in the Zona Colonial where

| you'll find this collection of six

restored mansions — each one
houses between two and six
luxurious rooms centred ona
courtyard, some witha poal.
Casa del Disefiador was once
owned by the Dominican
fashion designer Oscar de la
Renta while a programme of
insider experiences includes
art gallery wurs and learning
about cigars,

Details Room-only doubles
from £290 (casasdelxvi.net).
Fly to Dominican Republic

SANDALS DUNN'S RIVER,
JAMAICA

All singing. all dancing
all-inclusive

Opened in May inOcho Rios,
couples-only Dunn’s River

is the most innovative of
Sandals’ 17 resorts across the
Caribbean. Treats include the
largest pool in Jamaica, rooms
witha hot tub on the balcony,
unlimited water sports,
complimentary green fees
and two dives a day for the
certified. Local flavours are
highlighted in a café devoted
to Blue Mountain coffee and
the Rum Club ,which stays
opentill lam, while excursions
range from powerboat
adventures to visiting Bob
Marley's birthplace and an
organic cannabis farm.
Details Seven nights”
all-inclusive from £2.719pp,
including flights and transfers
(sandals.co.uk)

HALF MOON, JAMAICA
Endless activities for

all ages

Sea-swimming with horses is
one of many memaories you
can take home after astay at
the magnificent 400-acre Half
Moon resor in Montego Bay.
Witha two-mile beachfront,

it's a hit with active couples
and families who flock here for
the championship golfcourse,
nine tennis courts, Olympic-
size pool and equestrian
centre. There's a palatial spa
and youngsters can playina
children’s village inspired by
Jamaican folklore.

Details Seven nights' room-
only from £2,935pp, including
flights, ransfers, a round of
golf and a spa trearment
{inspiringtravel.co.uk)

JAMAICA INN

Celebrity stalwart
Celebrating its 65th
anniversary, the child{ree
Jamaica Inn offers bags of old-
school charm with its elegant
blue and white buildings
curling round a small private
beach near Ocho Rios, Its
pedigree is unassailable —
past guests include Marilyn
Monroe, lan Fleming and
Winston Churchill and the
stars still come to enjov
masterpiece cocktails
prepared by long-serving staff.
Dinnerunder the starsisa
civilised affair - no one’s
wearing a baseball cap.
Complimentary activities
include yoga, croquet lessons,
arden wours and an
introduction to rum.

Details Seven nights’ B&B
from £3,520pp, including
flights and transfers
(carrier.co.uk)

PALM HEIGHTS, GRAND
CRYMAN
Sophisticated beachside

glamour

Fans of Slim Aarons's glamour-
rich photos will feel at home

at this nostalgic 52-suite
boutique hotel on Grand
Cayman's shimmering Seven



Mile Beach. Assiduously put
together by creative director
Gabriella Khalil, it brims
with deft touches such
as in-room detox and
retox bars, rooftop
yogaanda
2,0001itle
library. There's
a choice of day
and evening
cocktails;
recent additions
include
aGarden Club
wellness centre
with Costa Brazil
treatments and a
fitness centre that
includes a running track and
a boxing ring.
Detalls B&B doubles from
£668, including transfers
(palmheights.com), Fly to
Grand Cayman

EL CANDIL. CUBA
R d Havana
After a hard day’s sightseeing
inthe heat and wonder of

the Cuban capital, it's a joy

to return 1o this intimate
bourique hotel in the
architecturally rich residential
neighbourhood of El Vedado.
There are just six rooms setin
a restored, three-storey 1940s
mansion that's capped witha
rooftop bar and grill. English-
speaking staff are on hand o

Clockwise from
laft: poolside at
Sanctuary Cap
Cana, Doeminican
Republic;
rafreshments

at Jamaica Inn;

a lounge at
Malliouhana,
Anguilla

The Sunday Times September 10, 2023 13

book near by restaurants
and arrange sightseeing
trips; the transfer from the
airport is just 30 minutes.
You will need a visa
(cubavisa,co.uk).

Details Seven nights’ B&B
from £1,750pp, including
flights and transfers
(fleewinter.com)

PORTS OF CALL RESORT.,
TURKS AND CAICOS
Great-value, easy-to-reach
resort

Anew direct flight launches
from Heathrow to
Providendiales on November
4, making iteasier to reach
this beach-blessed British
Overseas Territory. Fora
keenly priced getaway, check
in to Ports of Call, a newly
renovated 98- room resort
that’s just three minutes’
walk from the dazzling sands
of Grace Bay, where beach
chairs, paddleboards

and kayaks are laid on.
Accommodation ranges from
studios to three-bedroom
villas that have a shared
plunge pool and barbecue.
There's also another pool,
three restaurants and

locked storage for diving
equipment.

Detalls Seven nights' B&B
from £1,555pp, including
Mights (virginholidays.couk)

PINECAY, TURKS AND
CAICOS

Private-island perfection

A pristine, two-mile-long
white-sand beach is the chief
lure on Pine Cay, the 800-acre
island that’s a 20-minute
speedboat ride eastof
Providenciales. Its handful of
shorefront rooms and cottages
have a restful, beach-chic style
withstarfish-embroidered
cushions, an outdoor shower
and Bamford toiletries.
Teenagers are welcome and
rates include all meals, non-
motorised water sports and a
daily snorkelling trip. There's
superb diving too, spa
treatments and a chance of
seeing humpback whales
between January and March.
Details Full-board doubles
from £2,082 per night
(pinecay.com). Reopens
onOctober 29. Fly 1o
Providenciales

GRAYCLIFF, BAHAMAS
Antiques, jazz and four-
poster beds

Owned by the Garzaroli family
for five decades, this antique-
filled heritage hotel is a world
away from the glitzy casinos,
cruise ships and mega resorts
that dominate Nassaw. All

20 rooms are defiantly dated
with heavy four-posters and
Continued on page 15+
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Absolute Luxury Mauritius Luxury Maldives Twin Centre

10 nights from £3,579" 14 nights from £5,749%
Flights, 5% %o 5%+ baach resarts, breckiost and private ransfen Flights, S% to S+ all indusive islond resorts
* luxury accommodation * White sand beach and seaplane & speedboat ransfars

* 18 hole championship golf courses close by
* Range of dining oplions
Saving ever £900 per couple

# One of the best diving spois in the world at South Ari Aloll
* Barefool koxury in Norh Ard Aol

Flying with Emirates offers a wealth of benefits that make

your journey exceptional. Renowned for ifs high-end service Miis &
Best of New Zealand and modern fleet, Emirates provides o seamless travel Best of Viemam & Cambodia
19 nights from £4,699* experience. Relish spacious cabins, comfortable seating, 17 nights fom £2,579%

and culting-edge entertainment systems, all of which
ensure a relaxing and enjoyable flight.

Flights, 17 days fully inclusive car hire, 34+ 1o dw+ hatels,
Kajkoura Whale Waich Cruise, Doubiful Sound Day Tour,
Tranzlpine rail jpurney ond Interisdander ferry
* Discover the gesihermal wonderiond of Rotorua
# Explore the Marlborough wine region

Flights and guided small group adventure tour incl 15 nights hosd,
| migh! slesper train, | night junk boal, experienced tour lsader,
selacied sightsesing & 21 meals

* Explore Holong
* Discover the temples

an o junk boat cruise
Anghor with o local guide

ALL YOUR TRAVEL ARRANGEMENTS TAKEN CARE OF IN ONE PLACE

Trustpiot 9 3 3 %
i, Iriendly, helpful

“Truky excellent pe
& o mine of hnowledge, tips and odve.”
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flowery bedspreads; there's
also a charming garden witha
decoratively tiled pool. Dinner
in the “jackets suggested”
restaurant promises a jaze
pianist, a cigarroller, a
bow-tied maitre d* and superb
mussels in saffron sauce.
Askro see the wine cellar —
among its 250,000 bortles is
one dating from 1727,

Details B&B doubles from
£376 (grayclifi.com). Fly to

Nassau

KAMALAME CAY, BAHAMAS
Birdlife, reefs and romance
On the east coast of Andros,
three-mile-Jong Kamalame Cay
has 22 all-white beach cotrages
and bungalows dotted along
its shore, with a bird-rich
lagoon on one side and the
waorld's third-largest barrier
reef on the other. Guests range
from groups of friends
whizzing in by seaplane and
old-money families taking big
villas to anglers eager to catch
bonpefish and couples checking
in for the romantic picnics,
organic cusine and the
soothing overwater spa.
Detalls Seven nights’ B&B
from £4,555pp, including
flights and transfers
(exsus.com). Reopens on
November 2

VALENTINES RESORT &
MARINA, BAHAMAS

Water sports and pink sands
With nightlife, a thriving food
scene, abundant water-based
adventures and the three-mile
Pink Sands Beach, Harbour
Island is an appealing fusion
of fun times and natural
beauty. Valentines Resort

is right in the middle of the
party with its marina, pool,
spa, dive centre and waterside
restaurants. Inside colourful
clapboard houses are suites
with one or two bedrooms and
kitchen facilities. Most visitors
hire a golf cart but there are
also shops and restaurants
close by.

Details Seven nights’
room-only from £2,199pp,
including flights
(rropicalsky.co.uk)

| BUCUTI & TARA BEACH

| RESORT, ARUBA
Eco-friendly getaway for
Grown-ups
This vibrant, Dutch-
administered island (now
served by British Airways
flights) bills itself as “One
Happy Island” and that's
just what you get, thanks to
fabulous beaches, guaranteed
sunshine and a Evely
atmosphere. Witha prime,
sunset-ogling location on
Eagle Beach, this slickadults-
only resort has 104 rooms with
a balcony or patio, Tt's carbon
neutral woo: no baths, no
plastic water bottles and
prowdly “European-styke
portions™. Vegan dishes
include gado-gado salad
inthe Elements restaurant.
Datails Seven nights' B&R
from £2,236pp, including
flights (ba.com)

BOARDWALK BOUTIQUE
HOTEL ARUBA
Independent family-run
escape

Three minutes’ walk from
Palm Beach, where guests
have use of the sunbeds, the
upbeat Boardwalk Boutique
was created by twin sisters
from Aruba and offers 46
colour<charged casitas amid
gardens with two pools. A few
ofthese can accommodate
families and the hotel suits
independent-minded
travellers — rooms come with
a kitchenette and barbecue
and staffcan help you to
explore using the local Arubus
service. Spa trearments make
the most of local aloe vera
beauty products.

Details Room-only doubles
from £330 boardwalkaruba.
com). Fly to Aruba

PAPAGAYD BEACHRESORT,
CURACAOD

Relaxed rooms and garden
bungalows

There's plenty to doon
Curagao, which is 38 miles
long and a big hit with Dutch
sunseekers. Join them at the
aunractive Jan Thiel Beach
where this large resort
complex offers generously
sized two and three-bedroom
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Boardwalk Boutique Hotel
in Aruba

selfcatering bungalows in the
gardens, and conventional
double rooms ina companion
hotel. Fadlities include a larpe
seawater pool, adive centre,
beach tennis courts and a
supermarket, with diners able
tochoose from a sushi bar

or a restaurant that somehow
serves fries 18 different ways,
Details Seven nights’ room-
only from £1,502pp, including
Rights (expedia.com)

HOTEL ISLANDER BONAIRE
Diving and live music

With a coastline protected
since 1979, Bonaire has some
ofthe best diving and
snorkelling in the Caribbean
- many sites are accessible
from the shore. This small
adults-only hotel in the
capital, Kralendijk, isa
reasomably priced place to
hang your fins. Its 11 rooms
feature bright, contemporary
interiors and some havea
sea view. After a thrilling day
in the ocean head to the
restaurant below for steaks,
fresh fish and live music.
Detalls Room-only doubles
from £90 (islanderbonaire.
comj. Fly toBonaire via
Amsterdam

DELFINS BEACHRESORT,
BONAIRE

Oceanfront apartments

for families

On the west coast, the
upmarket Delfins has a wide
choice of studios, self-catering
apartments and villas with
uptofour bedrooms - it's
popular with Bamilies — plus
alarge pool, dive centre and
Eym. You can eatat the
beachside brasserie, while at
the gastronomic Brass Boer
restaurant you might order
snapper and Jerusalem
artichoke. Ithelps tohave
acar here: drive south and
vou'll find a kitesurfing centre
and photogenic flamingo-
adorned salt pans.

Details Room-only doubles
from £98 (delfinsbeac hresort.
com). Fly to Bonaire

via Amsterdam

» Magic
Maldlves

hoose from 121 quury resorts you'll find on our website

+ Set on the Raa Atoll, in the northern
archipelago, consisting of soft white-
sand beaches and turquoise water

* Luxurious villa accommodation, great
food, an Emerald spa and a spectacu-
lar location for diving and snorkelling

7 I'Iighis fr £3|1 95[]{.1 Ing: fighs & iransiers

Hard Rock Hotel Maldives 5*
Save 40% on all inclusive

+ A family-friendly resort offering a one-
of-a-kind music experience with all
the memarabilia and influences you'd
expect plus beachfront luxury

« Treat yourself to some pampering fit
for rock royalty at the Rock Spa

2 7 nights fr £2,749pp i neris s rersis

Four Seasons Kuda Huraa 5*
Free half board in a pool villa

& - Whisked by speedboat from Malg, you'll
%% discover the charm of a Maldivian village on
i aprivate coral island in the turquoise sea

+ Stay in a Beach Pavilion with private pool
= A spa on an island of its own offers sooth-
ing Asian secrets to melt away your worries

7 nights fr £3,599pp vo tioms 5 trees

OZEN LIFE Maadhoo 5*
Save 20% on all inclusive + free excursions

+ Fabulous lifestyle resort situated on
Maadhoo Island in the South Male Atol

+ Stunning contamporary design

. throughout, delicious dining including
an underwater restaurant, an elegant

E spa and a wide range of watersports
u 7 nights fr £3, 375pp ne fighte & trarsters

Fushifaru Maldives g4*
Save 30% on full board + 2 kids stay free

+ Award-winning boutique hotel set on
a small but beautiful tropical island

. + Facilities include the Heylhi Spa, yoga,

. gym), a choice of fabulous bars & res-

- taurants in lovely locations, and a wide
choice of activities on land & at sea

| 7 nights fr £2,759DD inc sers 8 rarsirs
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